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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 


1 . Receipt is acknowledged of a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) and a submission, filed on 5/31/02. The 
submission, however, is not fiilly responsive to the prior OflBce action because it does not 
comply with 37 CFR 1.173(c), (b)(2), (d), and (g) (for example, the amended claims 21 and 23 
must to be underlined). Since the submission appears to be a bona fide attempt to provide a 
complete reply to the prior Office action, appUcant is given a shortened statutory period of ONE 
MONTH or THIRTY DAYS from the mailing date of this letter, whichever is longer, to submit a 
complete reply. This shortened statutory period for reply supersedes the time period set in the 
prior Office action. This time period may be extended pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a). 


2. Any inquiry concerning this commimication or earher communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Trinh Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 306-9082. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 148. 
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OFFICE OF PETITIOHS 


Petition to Director Under 37 CFR §1.181 for Revival 
of Application Abandoned Due to Lost Response 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Applicant filed a non-provisional application. Serial No. 09/605,148, on June 23, 
2000. The PTO examiner issued a Detailed Office Action on June 29, 2003 (copy 
attached). Applicant timely filed a Response to Detailed Office Action on August 11, 
2003 (copy attached). Proof of filing includes a returned self-addressed post-card, 
stamped by the USPTO as received on August 15, 2003 (also attached). 

Apparently, the Response reached the PTO, but did not reach the examiner, Trinh 
Nguyen (tel.: 703/306-9082). Applicant received a Notice of Abandonment mailed 
March 3, 2004. A telephone call on March 9, 2004, to the examiner confirmed that she 
did not receive the Response. 

The Notice of Abandonment was issued in error and Applicant requests the 
reinstatement of the application. It is not believed that any Petition Fee is required, 
however, if a Fee is due, please charge the account number below. 

Please call Peter Schroeder at 214/220-0444 with any questions or concerns. 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any additional fees or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-3037. A duplicate copy of this authorization is 
attached for this purpose. 


Petition to Director Under 37 CFR 1.181 For Revival of 
Application Abandoned Due To Lost Response - Page 1 


Appl.No.: 09/605,148 ^ 

Petition dated: March 10, 2004 

Response to Office Action dated: March 3, 2004 


Dated: March 10, 2004 


CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY "EXPRESS MAIL" 
"EXPRESS MAIL" LABEL NO. EU919364903US 
DATE OF DEPOSIT: March Uf. 2004 



I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ENCLOSED PAPER 
OR FEE IS BEING DEPOSITED WITH THE UNITED 
STATES POSTAL SERVICE "EXPRESS MAIL POST 
OFFICE TO ADDRESSEE" SERVICE UNDER 37 CFR 
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COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS, P. O. BOX 1450, 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450. 

Virginia Born 

Printed Name of Person Mailing Paper or Fee 

Signature of I^rson Mailing Paper or Fee 


iECEIVED 
MAR 1 7 2004 
OFFICE OF PETITIONS 
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CRUTSINGER & BOOTH, LLC 
1601 Elm Street, Suite 1950 
Dallas, Texas 75201-4744 
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Attorneys for Applicant 



2004 


'''3600 


Petition to Director Under 37 CFR 1.181 For Revival of 
Application Abandoned Due To Lost Response - Page 2 


ALPI16984R 


IN THE iilirTED STATES PATENT AND TRAD^fcARK OFFICE 

V 



e^^jplication Of: Wayne A. Shamblin Attorney Docket: ALPI16984R 

Serial No.: 09/6057148 Group Art Unit: 3726 

Filed: 06/23/2000 Examiner: Trinh Nguyen 

For: PARALLEL ADJUSTABLE GANTRY TRUSS PLATE PRE^iECEIVED 

Assignee: Alpine Engineered Products, Inc. ^ ^ ^qq^. 

OFFICE OF PETITIONS 
RESPONSE TO DETAILED OFFICE ACTION OF JULY 29, 2003 

Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment 

RECEIVED 

Commissioner for Patents IW/\d o ^ 

P. O. Box 1450 "^^'^ 2 4 2004 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 ^^OUP 3QQQ 

Sir: 

We are in receipt of the Detailed OfiBce Action of July 29, 2003, but are confused as to 
the nature of the Action. Applicant filed this Reissue Application on Jime 23, 2000 meeting all 
of the requirements of 37 CFR § 1.173 (and all other requirements). In Applicant's Response of 
August 23, 2001, new Claims 21-25 were presented. These claims were entered, and the 
examiner replied with a Final Office Action dated December 1, 2001. 

A Request for Continued Examination with further amendments to Claims 21 and 23 was 
submitted on May 31, 2002. The further amendments ("between at least two positions for 
pressing connector plates into truss members") were underlined in the body of the Response as 
reqxxired by the Rules. No matter was deleted. A clean copy of the amended claims was 
submitted as well. 

We are not entirely sure what requirement we have overlooked, but we submit the 
following: 

This Response to Detailed Action of July 29, 2003; 

• A copy of the Response to the Final Office Action of December 1, 2001 
with the amended claims, with additions underlined; and 

• Separate pages with all of the pending claims (1-25), with their status, in 
their full text. 

The amendments to Claims 21 and 23 are supported in the Specification at Col. 2, lines 
1-7, 30-37, and at Col. 3, final paragraph and following, and Fig. 2. 

If the Applicant has misxmderstood the Detailed Action, please call Peter V. Schroeder at 
214-220-0444, and he will provide any necessary information. 
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Dated: August 11, 2003 ^^-S^SSS^^ 


I hereby certify that this coirespondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to MAIL STOP NON-FEE AMENDMENT. 
COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS, P. O. BOX 1450. 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450 on: 

June 15. 2003 

Date of Deposit 

Peter V.^Schrocder 

Name of Applicant, Assignee^ot I^gistered Representative 

Signature 

August 11, 2003 

Date of Signature 


BECEIVED 

OFFKS OF PEirnONS 
Respectfully submitted. 


Peter V. Schroeder, Reg. No. 42,132 
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1601 Elm Street, Suite 1950 

Dallas, Texas 75201-4744 

(214) 220-0444; Fax (214) 220-0445 

Attorneys for Applicant 
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CLAIMS 

1 . (Original) A gantry press adjiistment apparatus for adjusting a vertical 

spacing and parallel orientation of a gantry press with respect to a work surface, the gantry press 
having a rigid frame with a first side frame portion and a second side frame portion, each of the 
first and the second side frame portions having first and second generally parallel vertical 
members, a bottom brace and a top brace, the first and the second side frame portions spaced 
sufficiently apart to accept a roller press with a first shaft end and a second shaft end, the 
apparatus comprising: 

a first planar member being adapted to receive and support the first shaft end of the roller 
press, said first planar member slidably mounted on the first side frame portion about the first 
and the second generally parallel vertical members; 

a first vertical adjustment member connected to the first side frame portion and to said 
first planar member; 

a second vertical adjustment member connected to the first side frame portion and to said 
first planar member, said first vertical adjustment member and said second vertical adjustment 
member mechanically intercoimected such that said second vertical adjustment member adjusts 
at a substantially equivalent rate and vertical spatial orientation to that of said first vertical 
adjustment member; 

a second planar member being adapted to receive and support the second shaft end of the 
roller press, said second planar member slidably mounted on the second side frame portion about 
the first and the second generally parallel vertical members; 

a third vertical adjustment member connected to the second side frame portion and to said 
second planar member; 

a fourth vertical adjustment member connected to the second side frame portion and to 
said second planar member, said fourth vertical adjustment member and said third vertical 
adjustment member mechanically interconnected such that said fourth vertical adjustment 
member adjusts at a substantially eqxiivalent rate and vertical spatial orientation to that of said 
third vertical adjustment member; and 

a drive connected with each of said first and said third vertical adjustment members to 
adjust each of said first and said third adjustment members at a substantially equivalent rate and 


vertical spatial orientation such that a simultaneous four-point adjustment of said first planar 
member and said second planar member maintains the roller press in a parallel orientation with 
respect to the work surface. 

2. (Original) A gantry press adjustment apparatus as defined in claim 1 wherein 
each said vertical adjustment member comprises: 

a rod having a shoulder surface between a first portion and a second portion of said rod, 
the second portion having a threaded surface and a diameter larger than the first portion of said 
rod; 

a threaded member adapted to threadingly receive the second portion of said rod, said 
threaded member having mounting means to attach said threaded member to one of said planar 
members; and 

a thrust bearing about said first portion of said rod supported by the shoulder surface, 
the first portion of said rod extending through an aperture defined in the top brace of the 
side fi*ame portion, the aperture being adapted to rotatingly receive the first portion of said rod, 
said thrust bearing having an outer circumference larger than the aperture. 

3. (Origmal) A gantry press adjustment apparatus as defined in claim 1 wherein 
said drive comprises: 

a first gearbox drive having an input shaft, a first output shaft and a second output shaft; 
a second gearbox drive having an input shaft, a first output shaft and a second output 

shaft; 

a rod having a first end mechanically connected to the first output shaft of said first 
gearbox drive and a second end mechanically connected to the input shaft of said second gearbox 
drive; and 

a motor means secured to the input shaft of said first gearbox drive for actuating the first 
and the second output shafts of each said gearbox drive. 

4. (Original) A gantry press adjustment apparatus as defined in claim 3 wherein 
said motor means comprises a manually operated crank. 



5. (Original) A gantry press adjustment apparatus as defined in claim 3 wherein 
each of said first and said second gearbox drives comprise a right angle gearbox drive. 

6. (Currently amended) A gantry press adjustment apparatus for adjusting a vertical 
spacing and parallel orientation of a gantry press with respect to a work surface, the gantry press 
having a rigid firame with a first side firame portion and a second side fi*ame portion, each of the 
first and the second side firame portions having first and second generally parallel vertical 
members, a bottom brace and a top brace, the first and the second side frame portions spaced 
sufficiently apart to accept a roller press with a first shaft end and a second shaft end, the 
apparatus comprising: 

a first planar member being adapted to receive and support the first shaft end of the roller 
press, said first planar member sidably slidablv mounted on the first side frame portion about the 
first and the second generally parallel vertical members; 

first and second vertical adjustment members connected to the first side frame portion 
and to said first planar member; 

a second planar member being adapted to receive and support the second shaft end of the 
roller press, said second planar member slidably mounted on the second side frame portion about 
the first and the second generally parallel vertical members; 

third and fourth vertical adjustment members connected to the second side frame portion 
and to said second planar member; and 

a drive interconnected with each of said first, second, third, and fourth vertical adjustment 
members to adjust each at a substantially equivalent rate and vertical spatial orientation such that 
a simultaneous four-point adjustment of said first planar member and said second planar member 
maintains the roller press of the gantry press in a parallel orientation with respect to the work 
sxirface. 


7. (Original) A gantry press adjustment apparatus as defined in claitn 6 wherein 
each of said first, second, third, and fourth vertical adjustment members comprises: 

a rod having a shoulder surface between a first portion and a second portion of said rod, 
the second portion having a threaded surface and a diameter larger than the first portion of said 
rod; 

a threaded member adapted to threadingly receive the second portion of said rod, said 
threaded member having mounting means to attach said threaded member to one of said planar 
members; and 

a thrust bearing about said first portion of said rod supported by the shoulder surface, 
the first portion of said rod extending through an aperture defined in the top brace of the 
side fi-ame portion, the aperture being adapted to rotatingly receive the first portion of said rod, 
said thrust bearing having an outer circumference larger than the aperture. 

8. (Currently amended) A truss assembly apparatus for use in connection with 
assembling a truss having a plurality of truss members and a plurahty of coimector plates, said 
apparatus comprising: 

a truss table comprising at least two guide tracks coupled to said truss table and a 
w o rksurface work surface on which the truss may be positioned; 

a roller assembly movably coupled to said guide tracks, said roller assembly configured to 
press the connector plates into the truss members, said roller assembly comprising a plurahty of 
drive wheels for moving said roller assembly relative to the truss table woiksuifacc work surface; 
and 

adjustment apparatus supporting said roller assembly at variable spacial relationships to 
the work surface while maintaining the roller assembly parallel to the work surface. 

9. (Original) A truss assCTibly apparatus in accordance with claim 8 wherein 
said roller assembly comprises two drive wheels. 


10. (Original) A truss assembly apparatus in accordance with claim 8 wherein 
said roller assembly further comprises a roller and a motor, said roller configured to press the 
connector plates in the truss members, said motor configured to be rotatably coupled to said 
roller and said drive wheels. 

1 1 . (Original) A truss assembly apparatus in accordance with claim 8 wherein 
said roller and said drive wheels rotate at a same speed. 

12. (Currently amendedl) A roller apparatus for use in connection with 
assembling a truss on a truss assembly apparatus, the truss having a pluraUty of truss members 
and a plurahty of connector plates, the truss table having at least two guides and a w o rksurfacc 
work surface, said roller apparatus comprising: 

afirame; 

a roller coupled to said firame configured to press the coimector plates into the truss 
members; 

adjustment apparatus supporting said roller at variable spacial relationships to the work 
surface while maintaining the roller parallel to the work surface; and 

a plurality of drive wheels coupled to said frame configured to movably couple to the 
truss table guides. 

13. (Original) A roller ^paratus in accordance with claim 12 wherein said roller 
and said drive wheels rotate at a same speed. 

14. (Original) A roller apparatus in accordance with claim 12 wherein said roller 
assembly comprises two drive wheels. 

15. (Currently amended) A roller apparatus in accordance with claim 12 
wherein the roller assembly further comprises a motor configured to be r o tably rotatablv coupled 
to said roller and said drive wheels. 


16. (Original) A truss assembly apparatus for use in connection with assembling 
truss, the truss having a pluraUty of wooden truss members and a plurality of nailing plates, said 
apparatus comprising: 

a truss table comprising at least two guides coupled to said truss table and a work surface 
on which the truss may be positioned; 

a roller assembly movably coupled to said truss table guides, said roller assembly 
configured to press the nailing plates into the truss members, said roller assembly comprising a 
plurality of drive wheels for moving said roller assembly relative to the truss table work surface; 
and 

a plurality of interconnected vertical adjustment subassemblies to vertically support and 
adjust said roller assembly parallel to the work surface. 

17. (Original) An apparatus in accordance with claim 16 wherein said roller 
assembly further comprises a roller and a motor, said roller configured to press the nailing plates 
in the truss members, said motor configured to be rotatably coupled to said roller and said drive 
wheels. 

18. (Original) An apparatus in accordance with claim 16 wherein said roller and 
said drive wheels rotate at a same speed. 


1 9. (Original) A roller apparatus for use in connection with assembling a truss on 
a truss table, the truss having a plurality of wooden truss members and a plxirality of nailing 
plates, the truss table having at least two guides and a work surface, said roller apparatus 
comprising: 

a frame; 

a roller coupled to said frame configured to press the nailing plates into the truss 
members; 

a plurality of interconnected vertical adjustment subassemblies to vertically support and 
adjust said roller parallel to the work surface; and 

a pluraUty of drive wheels coupled to said frame configured to movably couple to the 
truss table guides. 

20. (Original) A roller apparatus in accordance with claim 16 wherein said roller 
and said drive wheels rotate at a same speed. 

2 1 . (Previously added) A truss assembly apparatus for xise in connection with 
assembling a truss, the truss having a pluraUty of truss members and a plurality of coimector 
plates, said apparatus comprising: 

a truss table comprising at least two guide tracks coupled to said truss table and a work 
surface on which the truss may be positioned; 

a roller assembly movably coupled to said guide tracks, said roller assembly configured to 
press the connector plates into the truss members, said roller assembly comprising a plurality of 
drive wheels for moving said roller assembly at variable spatial relationships to the work surface; 
and 

an adjustment apparatus comprising at least one adjustment means supporting each end of 
the roller assembly, the adjustment means operably connected to effectuate simultaneous 
adjustment of the ends of the roller assembly between at least two positions for pressing 
connector plates into truss members while maintaining the roller assembly parallel to the work 
surface. 


22. (Qirrently amended) A truss assembly apparatus in accordance with Claim claim 
21, wherein said roller assembly comprises two drive wheels. 

23. (Previously added) A roller apparatus for use in connection with assembling a 
truss on a truss assembly apparatus, the truss having a plurality of truss members and a plurality 
of connector plates, the truss table having at least two truss table guides and a work surface, said 
roller apparatus comprising: 

a frame; 

a roller having ends coupled to said frame configured to press the connector plates into 
the truss members; 

adjustment apparatus supporting said roller at variable spatial relationships to the work 
surface while maintaining the roller parallel to the work surface; 

the adjustment apparatus comprising adjxistment means supporting each end of the roller, 
the adjustment means operably coimected to simultaneously adjust the ends of the roller between 
at least two positions for pressing connector plates into truss members; and 

a pluraUty of drive wheels attached to said frame for moving the roller apparatus along 
the truss table guides. 

24. (Currently amended) a A roller apparatus in accordance with Claim claim 23 
wherein said roller comprises two drive wheels. 

25. (Currently amended) A roller apparatus in accordance with eferim dmm 23 
wherein the roller assembly further comprises a motor configured to operate said drive wheels. 


